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THE ALLEGATION THAT SHAYKH MUHAMMAD IBN ‘ABD AL-WAHHAB
OPPOSED IBN TAYMIYYAH ON VOWS: A CRITICAL STUDY

Kastriot Mazreku
Qassim University , Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: kastriotmazrekué@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study critically examines the claim that Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab contradicted Imam
Ibn Taymiyyah regarding the issue of vows (nadhar) made to other than Allah. Opponents of Imam
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab have accused him of diverging from Ibn Taymiyyah, alleging that Ibn
Taymiyyah regarded vows made to others besides Allah as either minor shirk (polytheism) or merely a
sin, whereas Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab considered them major shirk. The aim of such
accusations was to sever the link between the two Imams and to portray Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab as having no scholarly precedent for his call, thereby undermining the reformist movement he
led. This study therefore seeks to clarify the alleged divergence between the two Imams on the issue of
vows to others besides Allah by analyzing the texts of Ibn Taymiyyah cited by critics, and to demonstrate
the consistency between their rulings. The researcher concludes that no real divergence exists between
the two Imams concerning this matter, and that Ibn Taymiyyah in fact considered seeking nearness to
others besides Allah through vows as major shirk, which fully accords with the position of Imam
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab.

Keywords: Vows, claim of contradiction, creed, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab, 1bn Taymiyyah
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