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IF USAGE DOES NOT ALTER THE CHARACTERISTICS OF WATER, THEN
IT DOES NOT AFFECT ITS PURIFYING QUALITY

Ousman Mbye
King Saud University, College of Education, Department of Islamic Studies, Jurisprudence and its
Principles, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh
Email: ousfal00@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research investigates a key jurisprudential principle in the Maliki school: “If usage does not alter
the characteristics of water, then it does not affect its purifying quality.” The study emphasizes that
water previously used to remove ritual impurity remains valid for purification, though its use is
considered disliked when alternative water is available. If no other water exists, its use is not disliked.
A minority opinion, however, prohibits such use, relying on lbn al-Qasim’s interpretation of Imam
Malik in al-Mudawwana.The study follows a structured methodology to clarify the principle. It begins
by presenting the principle as stated by Maliki scholars, then explains its meaning, sources, and textual
formulations. It examines scholarly differences regarding the accepted narration, highlights the
narrations on which the principle is built, and analyzes the reasoning behind preferring one narration
over another. The research also explores how unaccepted narrations were addressed, evaluates the
evidences supporting the principle, and outlines the positions of Maliki scholars in both cases of
consensus and disagreement. Where agreement exists, the study assesses its legal impact, and where
disagreement appears, it analyzes the causes and consequences. Finally, it identifies possible
exceptions to the principle, their evidences, and any rulings derived from them. By systematically
addressing these points, the research provides a unique and original contribution to the study and
service of the Maliki school. Among the most prominent results of the research: It is permissible to
perform ritual ablution and ritual purification with water used by a woman, if the use did not change
any of its characteristics: its color, taste, or smell. Likewise, it is permissible to perform tayammum
with soil that has been used for tayammum, if no impurity is seen in it.

Keywords: Principle, Usage, Water, Purity
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