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Abstract

This research aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the concept of the justice of the Companions
among the Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jama’ah and the concept of the infallibility of the Imams among the
Twelver Shi’a, as these are among the most prominent doctrinal issues that have influenced the
establishment of religious authority within both groups. The research begins with a central question:
defining the nature of religious authority following the death of the Prophet, peace be upon him. It also
examines how these concepts contributed to shaping the epistemological and legislative frameworks of
each school of thought. The research employs a comparative analytical approach, gathering scholarly
material from the primary sources of both schools, analyzing doctrinal texts, and comparing the textual
and rational evidence relied upon by each group. The results showed that the Twelver Shiites view the
Imamate as an extension of prophethood and require infallibility and divine text in the appointment of
the Imam, making the statements of the Imams a primary source of legislation. In contrast, the Ahl al-
Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah view the Companions as trustworthy narrators, without asserting their
infallibility, permit them to exercise ijtihad, and rely in legislation on the Qur’an, the Sunnah, and the
consensus of the Companions and those who followed them. The research reveals that this doctrinal
difference reflects a profound divergence in the epistemological structure and principles of reasoning
between the two schools, which has led to a clear distinction in their approaches to understanding legal
texts and determining their sources. The research concludes that the issues of the justice of the
Companions and the infallibility of the Imams represent a central axis in interpreting the nature of the
doctrinal and legislative disagreement between the two groups.

Keywords: The infallibility of the Imams, the justice of the Companions, the Twelver Shiites, the Sunnis and the

Jama’ah, A comparative study.
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al-Ash‘aric Abi al-Hasan. Magalat al-Islamiyyin wa Ikhtilaf al-Musallin. (Maktabat
al-Nahdah al-Misriyyah« 1369 H).
al-Bukhari« al-Imam. Sahih al-Bukhari. (al-Qahirah: Dar al-Ta’silc 1433 H).
al-Hajjaj« Muslim. Sakih Muslim. (Bayrat: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-°Arabic 1374 H). al-
Muhaqgiq: Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqt (t. 1388 H).
al-Rajihic ‘Abd Allah. Shark Sunan Ibn Majah. https://islamweb.net« d.t.
al-Razic Abt Bakr. al-Fusa/ fi al-Usal. (al-Kuwayt: Wizarat al-Awgqaf al-
Kuwaytiyyah« 1414 H).
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Imamiyyah al-Ithna ‘Ashariyyah.” (Jami‘at Najran)« d.t.

Ya‘qub¢« Ahmad Husayn. Nazariyyat ‘Adalat al-Sahabah. (Landan: Mu’assasat al-
Fajre d.t.).
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