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The Methodology of Shaykh Husaynin Makhlif in Affirming the
Divine Attributes
(An Applied Study through his Tafsir Safwat al-Bayan li-Ma ‘ant al-
Qur an)
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King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: qurratu0509@gmail.com

Abstract

This study examines the methodology of Shaykh Husayn Muhammad Makhlif in affirming
the divine attributes of Allah through his exegesis Safwat al-Bayan li-Ma ‘ani al-Qur’an, a
concise tafsir that gained wide popularity among ordinary Muslims due to its clarity of
expression and accessibility. The importance of this research lies in the potential risk of
doctrinal deviations being transmitted through such concise works to the general readership,
as well as the need to assess the extent to which this zafsir adheres to the creed of the pious
predecessors (al-salaf al-salih). The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach
combined with a comparative method, by tracing the author’s interpretations concerning the
divine attributes, weighing them against textual and rational evidences, and comparing them
with the positions of the salaf and leading exegetes. The findings reveal that Makhlaf
affirmed several major attributes—such as life, knowledge, power, speech, and
transcendence (both in essence and in dominance)—in line with the methodology of the salaf.
However, in other places, he adopted the path of fafwid (consigning meanings) and fa ‘wil
(figurative interpretation), attributing tafwid of meanings to the salaf, categorizing verses of
transcendence and istiwa’ as mutashabihat (ambiguous), and interpreting certain attributes,
such as seeing, hearing, face, and shin, away from their apparent meanings. This produced a
methodological inconsistency between affirmation, tafwid, and ta 'wil. The contribution of
this study lies in highlighting the doctrinal dimensions of Safwat al-Bayan, pointing out its
methodological shortcomings, and guiding readers and scholars towards reliance on
authoritative salafi exegeses, while offering a critical academic perspective that distinguishes

between the genuine salaf methodology and its divergences.
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Al-Ash‘art, Abu al-Hasan ‘Alt bin Isma‘il. Al-Ibanah ‘an Usil al-Diyanah. Tahqiq:
Fawqiyyah Husayn Mahmiud. Dar al-Ansar — al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah I, 1397 H.

Abazah, Nizar, wa Muhammad Riyad al-Malih. /tmam al-I lam. Dar Sadir, Tab‘ah I,
1999 M.

‘Abd al-Hamid, Muhammad Muhy1 al-Din. Al-Nizam al-Farid bi-Tahqiq Jawhar al-
Tawhid.

Abi ‘Ubayd al-Qasim bin Sallam. Gharib al-Hadith. Tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu‘1d
Khan. Matba‘ah Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al- Uthmaniyyah, Haydar Abad, Tab‘ah I,
1384 H/ 1964 M.

Ahmad bin Hanbal. A/-Radd ‘ala al-Jahmiyyah wa al-Zanddigah. Tahqiq: Sabri bin
Salamah Shahin. Dar al-Thabat, Tab“ah 1.

Al-"Ala’tnah, Ahmad. Dhail al-A ‘lam. Dar al-Manarah — Jiddah, Tab“‘ah I, 1998 M.

Al-Azhari, Abii Mansir Muhammad bin Ahmad. Tahdhib al-Lughah. Tahqiq:
Muhammad ‘Awad Mur‘ib. Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabl — Bayrit, Tab‘ah I,
2001 M.

Al-Baghawi, Abi Muhammad al-Husayn bin Mas‘td. Ma ‘alim al-Tanzil fi Tafsir al-
Qur’an. Tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Abd Allah al-Nimr, ‘Uthman Jum‘ah
Dumayriyyah, Sulayman Muslim al-Harsh. Dar Tayyibah, Tab‘ah IV, 1417 H /
1997 M.

Al-Baghawi, Abi Muhammad al-Husayn bin Mas‘@d. Sharh al-Sunnah. Tahqiq: Shu‘ayb
al-Arna’tit, Muhammad Zuhayr al-Shawish. Al-Maktab al-Islami — Dimashq,
Bayriit, Tab“ah II, 1403 H/ 1983 M.

Al-Barrak, ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Nasir. Sharh al- ‘Aqidah al-Tadmuriyyah: Tahqiq al-
Ithbat li al-Asma’ wa al-Sifat wa Bayan Hagqiqat al-Jam * bayna al-Qadr wa al-
Shar’. I'dad: “Abd al-Rahman bin Salih al-Sudays. Mu’assasat Waqf al-Shaykh
‘Abd al-Rahman bin Nasir al-Barrak, Tab‘ah VII, 1442 H /2021 M.

Al-Bayhaqi, Ahmad bin al-Husayn. Al-Asma’ wa al-Sifat. Tahqiq: ‘Abd Allah bin
Muhammad al-Hashidi. Maktabat al-Sawwadt — Jiddah, Tab‘ah I, 1413 H/ 1993
M.

Al-Baytmi, Muhammad Rajab. Al-Nahdah al-Islamiyyah fi Siyar A ‘lam al-Mu ‘asirin.
Tab‘ah I, 1999 M.

Al-Bukhari, Muhammad bin Isma‘il. Khalq Af‘al al-‘Ibad. Tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman
‘Umayrah. Dar al-Ma‘arif al-Su‘tdiyyah — Riyad.

Al-Darimi, ‘Uthman bin Sa‘id. Nagd ‘ala al-Marist al-Jahmi al- ‘Anid. Tahqiq: Abu
‘Asim al-Shawwami al-Athari. Al-Maktabah al-Islamiyyah, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah I,
1433 H/2012 M.
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Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad bin Ahmad bin “Uthman. Al- ‘Ulaw [i al- ‘Ali al-Ghaffar fi Sahih
al-Akhbar wa Saqimiha. Tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad “Uthman. Dar al-
Fikr — Misr, 1388 H.

Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad Husayn. A/-Tafsir wa al-Mufassirin. Maktabat Wahbah — al-
Qahirah.

Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad bin Ahmad. Mukhtasar al- ‘Ulaw [i al-‘Alr al-
‘Azim. Tahqiq: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani. Al-Maktab al-Islami, Tabah
I1, 1412 H/ 1991 M.

Al-Farra’, Abu Zakariyya Yahya bin Ziyad. Ma ‘ani al-Qur an. Tahqiq: Ahmad Yusuf al-
Najjatt, Muhammad ‘Al al-Najjar, ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma‘il al-Shalabi. Al-Dar al-
Misriyyah li al-Ta’lif wa al-Tarjamah, Tab‘ah 1.

Al-Isbahani, Qawam al-Sunnah Isma ‘1l bin Muhammad. A/-Hujjah fi Bayan al-Mahajjah
wa Sharh ‘Aqidat Ahl al-Sunnah. Tahqiq: Muhammad bin Rab1® bin Hadt ‘Umayr
al-Madkhali. Dar al-Rayah — Riyad, Tab‘ah II, 1419 H/ 1999 M.

Al-Juwayni, ‘Abd al-Malik. Al- ‘Agidah al-Nizamiyyah. Tahqiq: Muhammad al-Zubaydr.
Dar Sabil al-Rashad, Bayriit, Tab‘ah I, 1424 H /2003 M.

Al-Lalika'1, Hibat Allah bin al-Hasan. Sharh Usil I tigad Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamd ‘ah.
Tahqiq: Ahmad bin Sa‘d bin Hamdan al-Ghamidi. Dar Tayyibah — al-Su‘tdiyyabh,
Tab‘ah VIII, 1423 H /2003 M.

Al-Maqdisi, Mar1 bin Yiasuf al-Karm1. Agawil al-Thiqgat fi Ta 'wil al-Asma’ wa al-Sifat
wa al-Ayat al-Muhkamat wa al-Mutashabihat. Tahqiq: Shu‘ayb al-Arna’it.
Mu’assasat al-Risalah — Bayriit, Tab“ah I, 1406 H.

Al-Qadi, Ahmad bin ‘Abd al-Rahman. Madhhab Ahl al-Tafwid fi Nusiis al-Sifat ‘Ard wa
Nagd. Dar al-‘ Asimah.

Al-Rumi, Fahd bin ‘Abd al-Rahman. [lttijahat al-Tafsir fi al-Qarn al-Rabi‘ ‘Ashar.
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Tab‘ah III, 1418 H/ 1997 M.

Al-Sabiini, Abii ‘Uthman Isma‘il bin ‘Abd al-Rahman. ‘Agidat al-Salaf wa Ashab al-
Hadith. Tahqiq: Nasir bin ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Juday*. Dar al-‘Asimah, Tab‘ah II,
1419 H/ 1998 M.

Al-Sa‘di, ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Nasir. Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi Tafsir Kalam al-
Mannan. Tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ma‘la al-Luwayhiq. Mu assasat al-Risalah,
Tab‘ah I, 1420 H /2000 M.

Al-San‘ani, ‘Abd al-Razzaq bin Hammam. Tafsir ‘Abd al-Razzdq. Tahqiq: Mahmid
Muhammad ‘Abduh. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah — Bayrit, Tab‘ah I, 1419 H.

Al-Shingitt, Muhammad al-Amin. Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi al-Qur’an. Dar
al-Fikr — Bayrat, 1415 H/ 1995 M.

Al-Tabari, Muhammad bin Jarir. Jami ‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta 'wil Ay al-Qur an. Tahqiq: ‘Abd
Allah bin ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki. Dar Hajr, Tab‘ah I, 1422 H /2001 M.

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Abti ‘Umar Yusuf bin ‘Abd Allah. Al-Tamhid lima fi al-Muwatta’ min
al-Ma ‘ani wa al-Asanid. Tahqiq: Mustafa bin Ahmad al-"Alawi, Muhammad
‘Abd al-Kabir al-Bakri. Wizarat al-Awqaf — al-Maghrib, 1387 H.

Ibn al-Jawzi, ‘Abd al-Rahman bin ‘All. Zad al-Masir fi ‘Ilm al-Tafsir. Tahqiq: ‘Abd al-
Razzaq al-Mahdi1. Dar al-Kitab al-*Arabt — Bayrit, Tabah I, 1422 H.

Ibn Battah, ‘Ubayd Allah bin Muhammad. A/-Ibanah al-Kubra. Tahqiq: Rida Mu'ti,
‘Uthman al-Athiytbi, Yasuf al-Wabil, al-Walid bin Saif al-Nasr, Hamad al-
Tuwayjiri. Dar al-Rayah — Riyad.

Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida’ Isma‘il. Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Azim. Tahqiq: Sami bin
Muhammad Salamah. Dar Tayyibah, Tab‘ah II, 1420 H/ 1999 M.
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Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Muhammad bin Ab1 Bakr. 4/-Sawa ‘iqg al-Mursalah ‘ala al-
Jahmiyyah wa al-Mu ‘attilah. Tahqiq: ‘All bin Muhammad al-Dakhil Allah. Dar
al-‘Asimah — Riyad, Tab‘ah I, 1408 H.

Ibn Qutaybah, ‘Abd Allah bin Muslim. Al-Ikhtilaf fi al-Lafz wa al-Radd ‘ala al-
Jahmiyyah wa al-Mushabbihah. Tahqiq: ‘Umar bin Mahmid Abt ‘Umar. Dar al-
Rayah, Tab‘ah I, 1412 H/ 1991 M.

Ibn Qutaybah, ‘Abd Allah bin Muslim. Ta ‘wil Mushkil al-Qur’'an. Tahqiq: Ibrahim
Shams al-Din. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah — Bayrtit.

Ibn Taymiyyah, Abt al-'Abbas Ahmad bin ‘Abd al-Halim. Al- ‘Aqgidah al-Wasitiyyah.
Tahqiq: Abii Muhammad Ashraf bin ‘Abd al-Magqsiid. Adwa’ al-Salaf — Riyad,
Tab‘ah II, 1420 H/ 1999 M.

Ibn Taymiyyah, Abt al-°Abbas Ahmad bin ‘Abd al-Halim. Bayan Talbis al-Jahmiyyah fi
Ta sis Bida ‘ihim al-Kalamiyyah. Tahqiq: Majmii ‘ah min al-Muhaqqiqin. Majma‘
al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, Tabah I, 1426 H.

Ibn Taymiyyah, Abi al-°‘Abbas Ahmad bin ‘Abd al-Halim. Majmii * al-Fatawa. Tahqiq:
‘Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Qasim. Majma“ al-Malik Fahd 1i-Tiba"at al-
Mushaf al-Sharif, al-Madinah al-Nabawiyyah, 1416 H/ 1995 M.

Makhlif, Husayn Muhammad. Safwat al-Bayan li-Ma ‘ani al-Qur an. Wizarat al-Awqaf
wa al-Shu’lin al-Islamiyyah — al-Kuwayt, Tab‘ah II, 1408 H/ 1987 M.

Yisuf, Muhammad Khayr Ramadan. Tatimmah al-A ‘lam. Dar Ibn Hazm, Tabah I, 1998
M.
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