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The Jurisprudence of Imam Ibrahim al-Nakha‘i and His Influence on
the Hanafi School in the Chapter on Leading Congregational Prayer
(Imamah)

Abdul Hakim Abdus Salam
King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: 441106286@student.ksu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study examines Imam Ibrahim al-Nakha‘i’s jurisprudence and its influence on the Hanafi school,
specifically in the chapter on Imamah (leading congregational prayer) in the Book of Prayer. It aims to
collect his opinions from primary sources, particularly works of athar, analyze them, and compare them
with the authoritative Hanafi position and other opinions within the school. The study employs the
inductive and inferential approaches and consists of an introduction, two sections, a conclusion, and
indexes. The first section introduces al-Nakha‘i, highlighting his scholarly and juristic standing. The
second investigates five jurisprudential issues concerning Imamah through the collection, analysis, and
comparison of his opinions with those of Hanafi jurists, identifying areas of agreement and disagreement
and assessing his influence on the school. The findings indicate that the authoritative Hanafi position
agrees with al-Nakha‘i’s opinion in four issues. In the fifth, the authoritative position differs from his
view, although Imam Abu Yusuf was influenced by it. The study concludes that al-Nakha‘i was a leading
jurist among the Successors (Tabi‘un) and a prominent scholar of Kufa. His jurisprudential methodology
influenced the Hanafi school, particularly through Hammad ibn Abi Sulayman, while Abu Hanifah
maintained his independence in legal reasoning and preference. The study also identifies shared reliance
on the Qur’an, Sunnah, consensus, analogy, the opinions of the Companions, juristic preference, and
customary practice, highlighting al-Nakha‘i’s contribution to the development of the Hanafi school.
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