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Abstrak
This study examines al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar’s methodology in presenting and
evaluating hadiths deemed defective due to discrepancies in transmission
(ikhtilaf al-riwayah) in al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, analyzing his critical
judgments in light of established principles of hadith criticism. Although al-

Isabah is primarily a biographical dictionary of the Companions and those
mistakenly regarded as such, it contains more than one thousand hadiths
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identified by Ibn Hajar as defective. In this respect, the work deserves
recognition as an important source in the science of ‘llal al-Hadith, although
this aspect has received little scholarly attention. This study explores Ibn
Hajar’s methodology in presenting hadiths affected by narratorial
discrepancies, identifying their hidden defects, and preferring one narration
over another. It also assesses his mastery of the science of ‘ilal and the extent
to which his methodology corresponds to that of the leading early hadith
critics. The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach supported by
an inductive examination of relevant hadith materials in al-Isabah. Selected
narrations are analyzed according to established principles of hadith
criticism, with attention to Ibn Hajar’s critical observations and judgments.
The findings show that Ibn Hajar was a leading authority in the science of ‘ilal
and hadith criticism, that al-1sabah should be regarded as an important source
for the study of hidden defects in hadith, and that his methodology closely
resembles that of early critics such as Aimad ibn Hanbal, Abii Hatim, and al-
Daraquini.
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